
 

 

Newsletter 32: Friday 12th June 2026 

 
Mrs Perry-Hodge’s weekly update: T6 theme ‘Looking Back, Look-

ing Forward’ 
 
This week, EYFS have continued their learning about all things dinosaurs 
using paper plates, split pins and junk modelling to create stegosaurs and 
diplodocus - as well as learning scientific facts about them. They have be-
gun to think about how we know about dinosaurs through exploring fossils 
and what fossils can tell us; and through ‘Tom and his Island of Dinosaurs’, 
have also been learning about what features an island has and what hap-
pens when volcanoes erupt.  
 
In year one, the children have been learning about local history and famous 
people from Downend. They learnt about quakers, such as the Fry family, - 
as well as what quakers believed in, making comparisons to our 
‘Understand Others Bear’. Like EYFS, they thought about using clues to find 
out about history - using local maps, they spotted street signs that com-
memorate individuals or groups and were impressed to learn that one of 
England’s greatest cricketers (W G Grace) lived in Downend. Lots of them 
had seen plaques dedicated to him locally and were able to make connec-
tions. 
 
In year two, they have continued looking back in the history of Bristol, 
learning about the engineering and building contributions that I K Brunel 
made to the city and wider world - including tunnels, trains, stations and 
boats. Their writing in English - and no doubt play projects - is also inspired 
by a (fictional) engineer, Rosie Revere, who is a brilliant inventor.  

Our Three Golden Rules 

We are respectful. 

We are ready to learn. 

We walk proudly. 

Our ‘Star Learners’ are se-

lected each week for out-

standing behaviour and atti-

tudes, having  demonstrated 

our three rules at all points 

and been ‘the 

best that we can 

be’. A huge well 

done and thank 

you to – 

Anna (Dolphins) 

AJ (Leopards) 

Eira (Lions) 

Amelia (Penguins) 

Mila (Zebra) 

Tabby (Giraffe) 

The following children have been recognised as having been working especially hard this week to be 

‘the best that we can be’. Our Bromley Bears support children in developing personal attributes, with 

the aim of making successful lifelong learners. 

Penguin class Lion class Leopard class Dolphin class Zebra class Giraffe class 

Rory 

Concentrate Bear 

Maxi 

Challenge      

Yourself  Bear 

Josh N 

Work Well Bear 

Emily 

Challenge      

Yourself Bear 

Cody 

Improve Bear 

Seth  

Concentrate Bear 

Hallie 

Improve Bear 

Avayah 

Imagine Bear 

James 

Work Well Bear 

Nishaan 

Understand    

Others Bear 

Isla 

Work Well Bear 

Harry 

Concentrate Bear 

Bromley Bear award for brilliant behaviour at lunchtimes. 

Year 1 Year 2 EYFS 

Rudy Millie W Casper 



 

ACING ATTENDANCE AND REDUCING LOST LEARNING TIME 

 Attendance is a significant national, education priority as rates of attendance still remain below pan-

demic numbers. Whilst attendance at BHI is generally good, we are noticing increasing numbers of 

term time holiday requests. For your information, attached is the local authority penalty notice infor-

mation for families - this applies from five days of term time holiday within a ten week period (so 

from a week’s holiday). 

Some absence is unavoidable, including exceptional leave and illness (and we fully appreciate these 

incidences and are aware of individual children’s situations); however, we ask that you avoid term 

time leave wherever possible as there is an impact on children's education from missed days and 

weeks in school. As an infant school, much of the learning is foundational and therefore important for 

future learning - and whilst our curriculum is carefully planned and sequenced, including ‘loops of 

learning’ to revisit key points, we cannot always recap learning from absences. The DFE’s research 

shows a strong correlation between attendance in these early years and GCSE outcomes so whilst the 

children are young, their attendance has both short and long term impacts. Below illustrates how this 

adds up. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Thank you for your support with this. 



 

DATES FOR DIARIES  

w/c 8th June Y1 phonics screening and Y2 retakes (w/c 15th June for any chil-

dren who were absent) 

Tuesday 16th June Y1 trip - Medieval Barn (thank you parent helpers for giving up 

your time to support on the trip) 

Friday 19th June 3pm TBC The Colour Run - joint with BHJ (Friends of School event) 

w/c Monday 22nd June Sports week (sports day afternoon - Tuesday; reserve Wednesday) 

Thursday 18th June MAD Olympiad (Y2) - thank you to parents who are coming to sup-

port; please meet us there 

Friday 3rd July (after school) BHI/ BHJ summer fayre (Friends of School event) 

Wednesday 14th to Friday FOS pre-loved uniform sale 

Thursday 16th July (PM) Y2 performance (The Bee Musical)  and graduation 

Tuesday 21st July End T6/ school year 

 

A HUGE thank you to FOS for all your 

amazing work and efforts. The difference 

you make - and to all parents who con-

tribute to events - is massive. Most re-

cently, FOS have funded a second set of 

30 ipads and trolley. We could not afford 

these, and other resources, without FOS 

efforts. 

Much of the uniform is barely worn as children 

grow quickly so it is well worth (both for your 

pocket and the planet!) checking out the pre-

loved sale ahead of September. 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 

 

 

  

Tuesday - Multi-Sports 

Wednesday - Gymnastics 

Thursday - Football 

Friday - Dance (back by popular demand!) 

Please also find our new booking website, login details for parents 
and the school will remain the same. https://
signaturesportscoaching.ipalbookings.com/ 

After-school clubs this/ next term run from 3:15-4:15 (please also remember 
that Koala Club runs Monday to Friday mornings 7:45-8:45 and Monday to 
Thursday afternoons 3:15-6:00). Please note, we have spaces at Friday break-
fast club. Holiday Club provision emailed separately. 

https://signaturesportscoaching.ipalbookings.com/
https://signaturesportscoaching.ipalbookings.com/


 

 

 

  



 

 

 

  


