
 

Teaching Phonics at Bromley Heath Infant School 

What is Phonics? 

Phonics is a way of teaching children how to read and write. It helps children hear, identify and 
use different sounds that distinguish one word from another in the English language. Written 
language can be compared to a code, so knowing the sounds of individual letters and how those 
letters sound when they’re combined will help children decode words as they read. 
Understanding phonics will also help children know which letters to use when they are writing 
words. Phonics involves matching the sounds of spoken English with individual letters or groups 
of letters. For example, the sound k can be spelled as c, k or ck. Teaching children to blend the 
sounds of letters together helps them decode unfamiliar or unknown words by sounding them 
out. For example, when a child is taught the sounds for the letters m, a, s, d and t, they can 
start to build up the words: “mat”, “sat”, “sad”, “dad” and “mats”. 

Read Write Inc Phonics Scheme  

We follow the Read Write Inc Phonics Scheme at Bromley Heath Infant School. Ruth Miskin 
the founder of Read Write Inc Phonics explains the mission: 

“Everything CONNECTS: children connect sounds with mnemonic pictures; words with their 
meanings; and stories with the sounds they know. They connect their own experiences to the 
stories they read and learn to lift the words off the page. Children learn ONE thing at a time 
and practise it until it becomes second nature. Interactive practice keeps children focused, and 
their capacity to learn develops exponentially. They learn at their GOLDILOCKS spot (not too 
easy, not too hard) with others at a similar challenge level. No time is wasted. Children 
remember what they learn by SAYING it out loud to a partner. If they can’t explain it, the 
teacher repeats it until they can. What’s more, our teachers are trained so they have capacity 
to show love for what they do. The more they love teaching, the more the children love learning” 

Here you can find out more about the Read Write Inc Phonics Scheme 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sjlPILhk7bQ&feature=emb_logo  
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Reception  

We start teaching Phonics once the children start full time in Reception. We use our library 
space to teach child in groups of 15 for 30 minutes. This is a structured lesson and we do this 
this every morning. By the end of reception we expect children to know set 1 and set 2 sounds. 
They should be able to recognise these sounds quickly on flashcards, spot them in words and 
read the word and then write them in words while correctly forming the letters.  

 

 

 

We teach a sound a day and learn how to write it using a fun rhyme (t- down the tower, across 
the tower). The structured Phonics lessons mean we are able to recap previous sounds and lots 
of repetition helps with rapid recognition of the sounds. During the lesson we spend time 
listening to sounds and orally blending, writing letters or words and reading words or sentences. 
It is important to note that we do lots of modelling and give the children the opportunity to be 
successful in their learning and then slowly introduce the challenge of doing it independently 
when this is right for each individual child.  

Our yearly progress of Phonics teaching: 

• Learn the sounds in set 1 – how to pronounce it, practice writing it  
• Hearing initial sounds in words – cat, what sound is at the beginning? 
• Orally blending – adult to say c a t and model blending them together to say cat 



• Make simple words with magnetic letters - We don’t get them to write it yet as that is 
two new skills at once. So we work on the skill of making the word first so they are 
developing the skill of segmenting a word into sounds and then blending together to read 
the word 

• Reading words – we use the clear instruction “Fred talk, read the word”; Fred is our 
special frog who only speaks in sounds. We want the children to use their pointy finger to 
Fred talk and then blend the sounds together to read the word. We practice this skill 
throughout the year as it may take lots of time for this skill to come naturally to the 
children 

• Writing simple words- Once the children show confidence in the forming the letters we 
can write words. We use Fred fingers to help segmenting the word into sounds. 

• Teaching set 2 sounds – at the end of set 1 and throughout set 2, there are digraphs (2 
letters that make 1 sound) and trigraphs (3 letters that make 1 sound) we teach the 
children this vocab and will use rhymes and pictures to help the children remember this 

• Reading and writing words with digraphs and trigraphs in – this is a really challenging skill 
and can take time to embed. We will also do lots of oral blending with our set 2 sounds 

• We start to teach red words – these are words that cannot be written or read using the 
Phonics sounds the children know. So these need to be learnt by sight. E.G the, said, put 

• Start to read sentences/books – we use 
the clear instruction “spot the 
di/trigraph, Fred talk, read the word”. 
We encourage children to re-read the 
sentence from the beginning to develop 
fluency 

• We complete group guided reading 
sessions throughout the year  

• Writing captions – we introduce finger 
spaces 

• Re-reading our own captions 
• Writing sentences – using finger spaces, full stops and capital letters 
• Thinking of our own imaginative sentences 

Each step is really important and independence will grow and develop throughout, whilst also 
embedding all of their previous skills.  

 

 

 

 



Year 1 

We continue to teach Phonics in year 1. They will complete Phonics every day for 30 minutes as a 
whole class at tables in their classroom. At the end of year 1 there is a formal assessment 
called ‘The Phonics Screening Test’ this tells us as a school and the Local Authority if our 
children have a good understanding of Phonics. The assessment asks the children to read real 
and nonsense words with all the sounds from set 1, 2 and 3.  

In year 1 they recap the sounds we have taught in Reception and then teach children the set 3 
sounds.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our yearly progress of Phonics teaching: 

• Continue to practice previous learning (Reception sounds and skills) 
• Most of the set 3 sounds are known as alternative sounds – ‘are’ in set 3 makes the same 

sound as ‘air’ in set 2. The children will learn multiple different ways to write the same 
sound. During the Phonics lessons the teacher will model the process and the spelling 
rules/patterns that will help the children to choose the correct sounds 

• The Phonics lesson structure is the same as it is in Reception and this allows them to 
work and develop in a safe environment 

• They will learn to join up their handwriting 
• Learn letter names (not just the sounds) 
• More emphasis will be placed on writing sentences in a year 1 Phonics session. They will be 

taught to write imaginative sentences that include red words (words that cannot be 
written with their Phonics sounds), two syllable words and words that include a variety of 
the set 1, 2 and 3 sounds 



• They will work to get all children using simple punctuation (capital letters, full stops, 
question marks and exclamation marks)  

• Guided reading and discussion with partners about the stories.  

Year 2  

We aim for all children to have completed our Phonics Scheme by the end of year 1. If your 
child still needs some support to develop their Phonics skills in year 2, we have 1:1 and group 
inventions in place with well-trained members of staff. We understand and know the importance 
of Phonics and continue to support all children.  

Interventions 

We follow our ‘keep up not catch up’ motto. We 
believe short but often interventions at the 
appropriate time can have a huge impact on the 
children’s understanding. In all year groups you 
will often find teachers completing 1:1 
interventions throughout the day. They are highly 
effective at developing the blending skill and 
helping the children recognise all the sounds. We 
complete these interventions as soon as the child 
is showing a lack of understanding and help them with this as soon as possible.   

 

As a whole school we are very passionate about our teaching of Early Reading and believe our 
Phonics programme enables the children to learn to read and write successfully.  

 


