
History skills  progression map
EYFS Where am I? Let’s Celebrate Cracking Inventions What a wonderful world Plant a seed and watch it 

grow
Looking forward, Looking back

Knowledge 
and skills

Understand the past 
as something that 
has already 
happened when 
talking about 
themselves

How have I changed 
since I was a baby? 
Use a range of 
vocabulary to 
describe changes.

Why do we wear different 
clothes at different times of the 
year? Seasonal changes

What are our favourite 
celebrations each year?
Talk about family celebrations, 
e.g. Christmas, weddings, 
birthdays. 

Why are the days called different 
names? What is a week / term / 
month / year? 
Sequence our day

Story sequencing
Can I listen to my friend’s point of 
view?

Learn about people in the 
past through pictures and 
stories. 
Be able to compare the past 
and the present.  When 
talking about themselves 
and other people.
Suggest some ways in which 
people’s lives were 
different in the past.
Generate curious questions 
about objects from the 
past- Curiosity cabinet

Describe changes over 
time-Rotting fruit 
experiment – monitor what 
happens each day, 
compare to the beginning
Consider how our own 
actions might impact  on/ 
influence others

Describe changes over 
time-Seed diaries/ tree 
growth.

What can I do now that I couldn’t do 
when I started school?

Learn about dinosaurs. What was the 
world like when dinosaurs were alive? 
How is that different to today?

Loops 
of 
learning

Seasonal changes
How have I changed since I was 
a baby? 
Understand the past as 
something that has already 
happened.

Story sequencing
Seasonal changes
Noticing change in 
self/ability/ progress in school 
book .Learn about people in 
the past through pictures / 
stories
Generate curious questions 
about objects from the past-
Curiosity cabinet

Story sequencing
Seasonal changes 
Noticing change in 
self/ability/ progress in 
school books
Learn about people in the 
past through pictures /  
stories
Be able to compare the past 
and the present.
Generate curious questions 
about objects from the past-
Curiosity cabinet

Story sequencing
Seasonal changes
Noticing change in 
self/ability/ progress in 
school books
Learn about people in the 
past through pictures/ stories
Be able to compare the past 
and the present. 
Generate curious questions 
about objects from the past-
Curiosity cabinet
Impact of actions

Story sequencing
Seasonal changes
Noticing change in self/ability/ progress 
in school books
Learn about people in the past through 
stories
Be able to compare the past and the 
present.
Generate curious questions about 
objects from the past- Curiosity cabinet
Impact of actions



History skills  progression map
Year 1 T1 T2 T3 T4 T5 T6

Knowledge 
and skills

The Gunpowder Plot
Why did it happen- looking at differing 

viewpoints
Sequence the events of the story.
What was life like in the time of Guy 
Fawkes? How does that differ to today-
clothing/ food/ buildings
How have the events of that time shaped 
our lives today?
Use books/photos/video to collect 
evidence

Moon landings- ( space topic)

How have rockets changed over 
time?
What was life like during the first 
moon landing- access to TV etc.-
How is this different to now?
What impact did the moon 
landings have on daily life?

Local History-How has the local area changed over the past 
100 years- use aerial photographs/ photos/ visitors to 
research ( Know my place overlays)
Learn about key historical figures in the locality and how their 
lives influenced the local area today
The Cave family /  the Quakers movement / WG Grace
Visit the Frenchay Quaker House/ Bough farm
Sequence pictures of the local area over time.
Visit to Winterbourne Medieval barn to explore what life was 
like for farmers in the past. How are their methods different 
to those we use today?
How has life in the past influenced how we live today?

Loops of 
learning

Describe changes 
in own life / family 
life- over summer

Listen to the
different 
viewpoints of my 
friends

Describe changes in own life / family life
Generate curious questions-

Contrasting past and present
Use a range of sources
Describe changes in own life / 
family life-
Understand different viewpoints 
relating to space travel
Generate curious questions-

Describe 
changes in 
own life / 
family life-

Describe 
changes in 
own life / 
family life-

Use a range of sources- books/photographs/visitors/visits/ ICT
Compare past and present
Understand different viewpoints
Generate curious questions-
Sequence pictures into chronological order.



History skills  progression map
Year 2 Where am I? Let’s Celebrate Cracking

ideas
What a 
wonderful 
world

Plant a 
seed and 
watch it 
grow

Looking forward/Looking back

Knowledge and 
skills

The origin of Bristol’s geographical 
features- such as Queen’s square-
why do we have them ? How did 
their creation benefit the people of 
the time.
-use pictures/photographs to gather 

evidence.

Black History Month
Discussion of Edward Colston and his 
impact on the development of the 
City of Bristol.
What is slavery- is it OK?
Explore different viewpoints.

Discussion about  Rosa parks and 
her influence on the Bristol Bus 
Boycott- when, why , what 
happened after?

What is Remembrance?
Research facts about WW1 and 
what life was like for a soldier in 
the trenches.
What was it like for the people 
left behind?
How does that differ to the way 
of life for young men / families 
today?
How has the war influenced what 
we do today?
- Use pictures/ ICT/ 

books/visitors to gather 
information.

Plot events onto a timeline

Life in Bristol at the time of BlackBeard the Pirate
Pirate walk around the harbour. 
What would it have looked like in those times..
Has this had an impact on the city of Bristol now?

Life in the time of IKB – how is that different to today ?
How and why did he influence the development of the 
local area – Bristol/ Weston
Development of the railways.
The rise of the seaside holiday / holiday destinations 
today.
Trip to Weston Super Mare
What did Weston Super Mare look like 200 years ago ?
How is that different to today?
How did family holidays in Victorian times differ to 
those today?
Develop questions as a way to gather information.

Loops of 
learning

Compare the past and the present Why we celebrate Bonfire Night 
Use of a range of sources to find out 
about the past / answer questions
Sequence pictures in chronological 
order.
Generate curious questions.

Use of a range of sources to gather information.
Plotting events onto a timeline
Sequencing pictures / artefacts into chronological order.
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