
 

 

Wednesday 9th December 

Dear families, 

Some of you may be aware that the Department of Education made the decision yesterday to allow 

schools across England to reallocate their In-service days (if they haven’t already) in order to close 

school from Thursday 17th December. Here is a snap shot of the information released to schools 

about the matter: 

 

Public Health England has agreed a 6 day window after the final day of teaching in which schools and 

further education providers are asked to remain contactable so they can assist with contact tracing 

where necessary. This will allow enough time for positive coronavirus (COVID-19) cases to be 

identified and confirmed by a test and for relevant contacts in the education setting to be traced. We 

are clear that beyond 6 days after the final day of teaching, school and further education staff are 

not asked to play a role in any contact tracing. It is also likely that the need to support the tracing 

process will reduce dramatically over the course of the 6 days as the majority of cases should be 

identified earlier in the week. 

To ensure that staff get the time off they need and deserve, schools may wish to use an INSET day, 

making Friday 18 December a non-teaching day and using the day for staff training, which could be 

delivered online. Where term would normally finish in the week commencing 21 December, schools 

may wish to consider adjusting term dates to make Friday 18 December the last day of term (which 

could be an INSET day), and bringing forward the start of term in January by the same number of 

days.  

 

We have met as a leadership team across the two schools to discuss this suggestion this morning 

and to weigh up the pros and cons of holding a remote learning day on the last Friday of term. 

Following our discussions, we have agreed that we will not be making a change to our previously 

agreed term dates and will remain open for our children on Friday 18th December as normal.  

This decision has not been made lightly but. These are our main reasons for the decision made: 

1.  We strongly feel that our children need to remain in schools wherever possible. This time of 

the year is very important for our children’s continued social and emotional growth and 

development.  

2. We are very aware that for our working families, this very short notice of a school closure 

would in fact create a great deal of stress and anxiety – potentially leading to children being 

looked after by their extended families which in itself would further increase transmission 

and risk within the community.  

3. From a staffing perspective, our time as a staff for shared professional development is 

precious and we already have a day planned for the start of January to support this. We feel 



that rushing to implement training for staff at this point would not be supportive for staff  

and  would likely increase pressure and workload in the long-run. 

We understand that some families will be very relieved by this decision and that some will feel that 

BHIS and BHJS should have made the decision to close at this time. We would hope that, whatever 

your views on this, you will support us in what has been yet another very difficult and challenging 

decision – at the last minute -  as a result of the pandemic. 

Over the holidays, should there be a positive case of Covid confirmed, the local authority will be 

providing a contact number (this will follow as soon as it has been made available to us) for you to 

ring to let them know about this. The local authority will then contact either of us in person (Mrs 

Serle or Mrs Harris) to discuss this and we will then make contact with families and staff within the 

school community as needed. 

Once again, thank you for your support with this. We encourage and ask that you continue to follow 

our Tier 3 rules for social distancing in order to keep the risk of infection as low as possible and to 

avoid anyone needing to isolate from their wider families at this time of the year. 

 

Kindest regards, 

Mrs Tracy Serle and Mrs Kirsti Harris 


