
Reading Workshop 

Remember to keep practising recognising letters. 

By now your child should confidently know the majority of letters and be able to 
blend CVC words. 

Keep talking to your child in Fred Talk. 

 

This is the Early Learning Goal that your child will need to achieve by June to be on 
track with their learning: 

Children read and understand simple sentences. They use phonic knowledge to 
decode regular words and read them aloud accurately. They also read some 
common irregular words. They demonstrate an understanding when talking with 
others about what they have read.  

 

Blending 

When blending remember to sound our each letter and then blend. If your child is 
having difficulty it helps to stretch the sounds e.g. mmmmaaaaaattttt mat! 

Watch out for digraphs (2 letters that work together to make a sound, e.g. sh, th, 
ch). We encourage children to have a quick look at words or sentences before they 
start to blend to see if there is anything they might need to notice. 

 

Highlight the print you can see in your environment to help children to see that 
words are everywhere and how much we use reading in our everyday lives. You 
could highlight shop signs, road signs, logos, food packaging, etc. 

 

There are some words that they cannot sound out. These are known as red words. 
We teach the children that these are words that they just have to know. Examples of 
these words are: 

- I 
- The 
- He 
- She 
- You 
- They 

Your child will be given lists of words to practise recognising at home and we will 
check these fortnightly and update them once your child can confidently read them. 



To help embed these words it would be good to encourage your child to spot them 
in story books that you read at home and their reading books. 

 

Fluency is really important as a reader as this makes it easier for children to 
understand what they have read. Even if your child can sound out every word that 
does not mean that they are ready to move onto their next reading book stage. 
They need to be able to read lots of the words on sight first. We encourage children 
to keep rereading sentences after they have sounded them out to help them to 
understand what they have read and give them more opportunities to recognise the 
words they have read. 

 

Comprehension of texts is vital as a reader. Ask your child questions about what is 
happening in the text and get them to infer how characters are feeling and why 
things are happening. Please do not cover up the pictures, children can still make 
inferences from the pictures especially as their ability when reading will not currently 
match their comprehension skills.  

 

Questions you could ask: 

- What do you think the story is about? 
- I wonder why the character did that? 
- What do you think will happen next? 
- Where is the story happening? 
- How do you think the character is feeling? 

Some of their reading books will have questions in the back to prompt you also. 

 

Developing fluency and expression: 

- The more they see words the more they will recognise on sight. 
- Re-read books – they may get the same reading book sometimes, it is 

important to return to texts 
- Look at punctuation - ? ! How does this change the way you would say that 

phrase or sentence? 
- Repeat phrases with expression to your child and get them to repeat them 

with that expression back to you. 
 

We hope this information is helpful to you. As always if you would like any help or 
support please come and speak to us, we know some of the concepts can be a bit 
confusing as it may be different to how you were taught. No question is too silly and 
we would much rather you asked us so we can help! 


