
Early Years - Shape, Space and Measure

ELG: Children use everyday language to talk about 
size, weight, capacity, position, distance, time and 
money to compare quantities and objects and to 

solve problems. They recognise, create and describe 
patterns. They explore characteristics of everyday 

objects and shapes and use mathematical language 
to describe them.



Vocabulary
taller/ shorter long / short

nearest / furthest

heavier/ lighter

yesterday/ today/ tomorrow

full / half full



Size
The boys have joined lots of leaves together 
using treasury tags, a hole punch and split 
pins. "Look at our leaves it's really really 
long." They tell me that L did a short one and 
J did a long one and then they joined it 
together to make it even longer. They then 
decide to measure whether it is taller than 
them. They hold it up against them selves 
individually and find that it is taller than both 
of them. They then decide to see if it is taller 
than both of them together. They place it on 
the floor and lie down alongside it. I take a 
photo and show it to them. They tell me that L 
is just a bit taller.



Weight

B is using the balance scales to find 
animals that are heavier than 5 unifix. 
"The lion and the lamb are heavier cause 
it's gone down."  She then puts the lion in 
and points to the side with the unifix 
cubes. "Now that one's heavier."

Can you use playdough to balance
the scales with the 3 bears?



Capacity
R works with two peers to explore 
capacity. "Mine holds most because 
mine's fat and his is thin." The group 
decide to find out which bottle holds the 
most water. R says, " I'll know by how 
heavy it is." They decide to count how 
many cups their different bottles held. R 
says , " mine was 31 way more than the 
others! " ( 16 and 18) 



Money

Can you make 20p? T is in the role play area which is set 
up as a shoe shop. She gives her peer 
a pair of shoes and says "these will fit 
you because they are a size 8, but 
they might be too small." Tilly then 
moves over to the till. "They are £9, 
will you pay £9?"



Spacial Awareness
• Children need opportunities to move both 

themselves and objects around, so they see things 
from different perspectives  ‐
Activities

• Riding trikes around interesting routes       
• construction activities
• printing and making pictures and patterns with 

shapes
• posting boxes
• jigsaws
• making a complete circuit with a train track
• directing a simple robot or remote‐controlled toy 

vehicle along a route
• tangrams: 'Can you make a person with the shapes?'
• with toys in a line: 'Can you say what the teddy on 

the other side is seeing?'
Vocabulary ‐ position: 'in', 'on', 'under'
direction: 'up', 'down', 'across'. 'in front of', 'behind', 
'forwards',' backwards.



Shape awareness
Through play – particularly in construction – children have lots of 
opportunities to explore shapes, the attributes of particular shapes, 
and to select shapes to fulfil a particular need

Activities and opportunities:
• construction with structured and unstructured materials
• making dens with varied materials outdoors.
• stories as a prompt for creating representations, e.g. building a 

house for the three bears
• making pictures with found materials as well as structured shapes 

and blocks.

• In play, children gather specific items that are needed for their 
construction, e.g. making a bed for a teddy and gathering blocks of 
equal length to make the rectangle; taking time with constructing 
corners so the shapes fit together to make a right angle.



Problem Solving



Patterns



Shape

B and her friend show me that they have made a castle. 
B tells me "we've used cones, cylinders, circles and 
cubes. We haven't used any cuboids. Cuboids are fatter 
than cubes." Later B comes running over to me. "Look 
Mrs B I've just noticed I have used a cuboid."


