
Information From the Reading Workshop 

How are the children in EYFS assessed? 

The children are assessed against the EYFS Framework. This breaks stages of development 
into age ranges and by the end of this year they should be working in the Early Learning 
Goal or beyond.  

The areas of learning are broken into- 

Prime Areas – Personal, Social and Emotional Development, Communication, Language 
and Literacy and Moving and Handling. 

Specific Areas – Literacy, Mathematics, Understanding the World and Expressive Art and 
Design. 

The EYFS development stages can be found online –  

https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/wp‐content/uploads/2012/03/Development‐Matters‐FINAL‐

PRINT‐AMENDED.pdf 

2Simple 

We make observations of the children electronically using ipads. The observations are then 
collated into a document which will be sent out at the end of every term. The entire 
document will be sent to you at the end of the academic year. Please look out for an email 
asking you to confirm your email address for us to be able to send your child’s profile to 
you, sometimes they end up in your junk mail. If you have not received an email by the last 
week of term please speak to the office to double check that your email address is correct. 

Reading Early Learning Goal 

By the end of the academic year your child should be able to do the following: 

Children read and understand simple sentences. They use phonic knowledge to decode 
regular words and read them aloud accurately. They also read some common irregular 
words. They demonstrate understanding when talking with others about what they have 
read. 

Read Write Inc 

We teach your child to read using a Phonic scheme called Read Write Inc. It incorporates 
pictures and phrases to help your child remember the sounds (phonemes) that the letters 
(graphemes) make. It follows a familiar structure for each lesson and is fast paced, 
interactive and fun.  

We begin by teaching the individual sounds that letters make. Children need to confidently 
recognise the letter and pronounce the sound at speed to be able to then use this 
knowledge to read words. Some children will need to see a letter 100 times before they are 
secure. It is really important that you use the correct sounds for letters and don’t add an uh 
sound on the end. T, not tuh. You can watch the correct pronunciation. This video has an 
example of how to say the sounds correctly. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LlTw0oiLNys 

We also practise verbal blending. 



Verbal Blending 

This is when you say the sounds of a word, for example, cat would be c…a…t and then you 
ask your child to say the word blended, cat. If your child can’t verbally blend then they will 
be unable to read so it is really important that this skill is practised. You can use it 
throughout daily routines, e.g. Time to go to b…e…d! 

Blending to Read 

This is when children see a word, e.g. dog. They are able to identify and say each sound, 
d..o..g and then blend them together to say the word, dog. 

Segmenting 

This is when children begin to write words. Before this they will be writing the sounds that 
they can hear in words. They need to say the word and then say the sounds that they can 
hear, e.g. hen, h…e…n. They can then write down these sounds. To start with they will 
probably have to say the word and segment for each letter to remind themselves where 
they got to in the word. 

Red Words 

There are some words that your child will be unable to blend at the beginning of their 
phonic journey, but words that will come up frequently within their reading, e.g. the, I, was, 
he, she etc. We call these red words and we teach the children that they are words that 
they just have to know on sight by looking at them. 

 

Resources to use at home 

Books without words – is it an important part of reading to think about what is 
happening in a story. Children will be given books without words to begin with and you can 
encourage your child to create their own story based on the pictures in the book. 

Phonics String – Your child will be given the letters that they have learned to take home 
each week. These letters can be taken off to play games etc, but please return them to the 
string when you have finished. They will need to practise these many times and we 
recommend that you continue to use it even if you think your child is confident with the 
letters as some letters are less frequent in books than others. 

Handwriting book – Your child will be given a handwriting book to practise their letter 
formation. We use cursive writing (examples in the front of your child’s Home School Diary), 
we talk about whooshing in and whooshing out. This will need to be returned to throughout 
the year as their fine motor skills improve. 

Fred Wall – When your child recognises some sounds and can verbally blend they will be 
given a Fred Wall with moveable letters and lists of words for you to make words for your 
child to blend and for your child to segment words to build them themselves. When children 
are confident blending we will also add some red word lists for them to practise, however 
they will not be able to segment or blend these verbally. 

 



Reading Books – Finally your child will be given a reading book with words. We match 
their reading levels to the sounds that they are practising. Some texts may be longer than 
others but the importance is placed on the application of their phonic knowledge. Even if 
they can read the entire text by sounding out each word, we will be looking for some 
fluency and recognition of words before we will move them onto a different challenge. 
Please do not cover up the pictures in these books as the children read as they support early 
reading by helping the children to understand the story, characters and events. 

How can you help at home? 

One of our best indicators of reading success is practise at home! 

This does not have to be for a long time. Little and often is more beneficial, e.g. 
ten minutes a day. 

 Read with your child everyday – read to them, practise their phonics string (it can 
take some children up to 100 times to recognise a grapheme consistently). 

 Point out text in their everyday environment – signs, supermarkets, logos etc. 

 Verbal blending – “It is time to go to b…e…d!” 

 Ensure that you are saying sounds correctly – Mr Thorne Does Phonics on Youtube 
models the sounds well. 

 Play games with sounds 

 Share a book fully with your child, discussing pictures, layout, what might happen 
next, punctuation, how the text looks on the page 

 Encourage your child to ask questions 

 Discuss characters and settings 

 Share opinions  

Fine Motor Skills 

Fine motor skills are all about making children’s hands, fingers and wrists strong to enable 
them better control which impacts on their ability to write.  

The children are assessed on their physical skills, some of which refers to their ability to 
write. 

40-60 months 

Begins to form recognisable letters. 

Uses a pencil and holds it effectively to form recognisable letters, most of which are 
correctly formed. 

Early Learning Goal 

Show good control and co-ordination in large and small movements. Moves confidently in a 
range of ways, safely negotiating space. Handle equipment and tools effectively, including 
pencils for writing. 

 



 

Pencil Grip 

Children will go through various stages before holding their pencil using the correct grip. 
They will not be able to hold pencils correctly until their fingers, hands, wrists, arms, 
shoulders and core are strong enough. When children begin to use the correct grip they can 
then revert to other grips when writing. If and when your child is able to grip and write 
using the grip below they may need reminding to hold their pencil correctly until it becomes 
automatic. 

 

Strengthening 

We use lots of fun activities to help children to strengthen their hands. Activities requiring 
using small objects are great, e.g. threading beads, using small stickers, tweezers and beads 
etc. 

Letter formation 

If children constantly practise writing letters on paper they can get bored and unenthused. 
They can practise in a range of ways, painting, writing in shaving foam, bath crayons, 
steamed mirrors/windows, chalking etc. Forming letters correctly is really tricky and it can 
take a very long time and lots of practise. 

Our Plea 

Please do not draw dots or highlighter letters for children to write over the top of. This just 
teaches them to trace. Having a go themselves will get them to think about the way and 
direction that they are moving the hands to form the letters. 

Ideas for Home 

 Threading beads 

 Pegging the washing 

 Water painting 

 Chalk  

 Painting 

 Stickers or sticking small objects e.g. sequins 

 Tweezers and small objects 



 Cutting 

Dough Disco 

You can practise pinching, rolling, squashing and squeezing dough to your favourite pop 
songs. We do this at school so you can get your child to show you what to do. All you need 
is a ball of playdough and some music. (You may want to do this activity in a room without 
carpet as it can be difficult to get out once accidently trodden into the carpet!) The simple 
recipe we use is below. 

Playdough Recipe 

 2 cups of plain flour 

 1 cup of table salt 

 4 tsp cream of tartar 

 2 tbsp vegetable oil 

 Food colouring and essence 

 2 cups boiling water 

1. Mix the dry ingredients together in a bowl. 

2. Add the oil. 

3. Add the food colouring and essence into a cup and add boiling water. 

4. Pour water mixture into bowl. 

5. Stir and knead the dough (once cool enough) 

6. Store in an airtight container. 

 

We realise that this is a lot of information all in one go. We are always available if you want 
to come and check with us about how to help at home or if you have any concerns. We will 
be inviting you into school to watch and join in with some phonics lessons with your child. 
We will also run further workshops later in the year to show you the next steps in reading 
and writing. 

Thank you for your support! 

The EYFS Team  

 

 

 


