
 

 

SEND Report to Governors for the Year 2017 – 2018 

Due to an increase of children with significant and complex needs this year we have had to prioritise 
getting Education Health Care Plans (EHCPs) for these children. At the start of the year the SENCO 
attended mediation for a child who is now in the junior school and as a result of this an EHCP was 
issued. In Year One there are two children with complex needs and throughout the year evidence 
was collected and applications for EHCPs were submitted. This involved many meetings with other 
professionals, such as Educational Psychologists, Speech and Language Therapists as well Behaviour 
and Inclusion Support. One of these applications was accepted and the child has just been issued 
with an EHCP with full time support for September.  The other child is currently being assessed and 
we should hear the result of that in September. If the assessment is successful then it will mean 
that there will be three EHCPs in Year Two from September. This year group also has a high level 
of SEND children in comparison to the other year groups.  

 

Other significant changes this year include:  

 As a result of last year’s Switch On (Literacy) training, this intervention was then implemented 
during Terms 1 and 2 for the Year 2 children who were deemed to not be making good progress 
for reading in Year 1. All of the children’s accuracy increased between 5 – 10 months, which in 
a period of 3 months is very good. This increase was not always reflected in the teacher 
assessment scores, which measures a range of reading skills, rather than just reading accuracy.  

 One of our TAs has been training throughout the year to be an ELSA practitioner. ELSA stands 
for Emotional Literacy Support Assistant and is designed to work with vulnerable children 
individually or in groups to improve their emotional wellbeing and to build emotional literacy and 
resilience. During her training the teaching assistant has taken two children from each year 
group to work with over a six week block. The children were chosen for a variety of reasons, 
such as behaviour difficulties, anxieties over coming to school, difficulties at home or just children 
who generally need a more TLC. All teachers have reported that they saw positive results with 
the children who have been through the programme and we have also had some very positive 
feedback from many of the parents. One parent was concerned when their child was chosen, so 
Tina then wrote a piece about it in the newsletter to highlight what and why we were doing it. 
The TA has now finished her training and she will hopefully be able to plan more specific 
interventions next year with children on the SEND register or who have input from outside 
agencies such as the Educational Psychologist. ELSA Case studies are also available.  

 Our SEN TA has mainly focused on Speech and Language therapy this year. This has been in 
conjunction with our Speech and Language Therapist Sally Grynyer. Sally has been in to 
complete 4 – 5 week blocks of therapy with three children in the school and our SEN TA observed 
some of these sessions so she could carry on with them throughout the year. All three children 
have made progress, although two of them have quite significant difficulties with their speech 
and language. The Speech and Language team have also been in to observe two children as 
part of an assessment for autism.  

 Nessy has been a really useful tool in helping to engage the Year 2s in a different style of phonic 
teaching. Two Year pupils have already started the programme in preparation for Year 2.  

 We have had an additional HTLA who has worked across the school. She has also provided a 
writing intervention group in Year One. This has been very helpful due to the high level of 
support given to the children seeking EHCPSs. The intervention has helped increase the writing 



levels in Year One, as she focused initially on fine motor skills using the programme Write from 
the Start. Then they worked on sentence writing. Many in the group made good improvements, 
however there are a couple of children who are still having difficulties writing a full sentence 
independently, therefore illustrating the difficulties in that year group. These children will need 
to continue with support in Year 2.  

 SEND children have attended Forest School for one morning a week throughout the year. This 
has been a good opportunity for them to explore their own learning, to develop their social skills 
in an outdoor setting and to have a break from the classroom routines. Nickie Corr, the forest 
school leader, has given insightful feedback on all of the SEND children, which has also provided 
good evidence towards the EHCP applications as it highlights how the children interact outside 
of the classroom. We have also had very positive feedback from the parents of these children 
as they have appreciated the impact this has had on their children and the opportunities it has 
created.  

The impact of all the above on pupil’s progress has been significant and the results below reflect 
this: 

 

 

Year one progress 2017 – 2018 
8 children were highlighted as not making a good level of development in the foundation stage and were therefore 
given interventions and support in year one.  

Reading Writing Maths 
 87.5% of SEND children 
made good or better progress with 
their reading. 
 25% of SEND children 
made accelerated progress with 
their reading in year one.  
 12.5% of SEND children 
made less than expected progress 
with reading in Year 1. This child 
has now had an EHCP issued. 

 87.5% of SEND children made 
good progress with their writing 
during Year 1.  
 12.5% of SEND children made 
less than expected progress with 
writing in Year 1. This child is 
undergoing assessment for an EHCP. 
(See individual provision map for child) 

 62.5% of SEND children 
made good progress with their 
maths during Year 1. 
 37.5% of SEND children 
made less than expected progress 
in Maths during year 1. Two of 
these children are undergoing 
EHCP applications and the other 
child is undergoing an assessment 
for autism and has had intensive 
speech and language therapy this 
year, as well as poor attendance.  

Year two progress 2017 – 2018 
9 children were on the SEND register, this was in some cases due to not having met the expected levels by the 
end of one and is other cases due to disabilities, such as visual and hearing impairment.  

Reading Writing Maths 
 56% of SEND children made 
good or better than expected 
progress in reading this year 
 22% of SEND children made 
better than expected / accelerated 
progress in reading this year  
 44% of SEND children made less 
than expected progress in reading 
this year. 
 

 67% of SEND children made 
good or better than expected progress 
in writing this year  
 44% of SEND children made 
accelerated progress in writing this 
year. 
 33% of SEND children made 
less than expected progress in writing 
this ye 

 67% of SEND children 
made good or better than 
expected progress in maths this 
year 
 44% of SEND children 
made accelerated progress in 
maths this year 
 33% of SEND children 
made less than expected progress 
in maths this year 

Phonics screening 
 75% of the SEND children who failed the year one phonic screening in 2017 passed it in Year two. This 
equates to only one child who did not pass and he has had a full diagnostic assessment for dyslexia.  



Next Steps  

 To continue to increase the % of pupils gaining expected or better than expected progress 
in the coming year  

 To plan regular year group SEND meetings to review interventions and plan for the following 
term.  

 To liaise with the ELSA TA to target children with specific emotional needs, this will be largely 
in Year 2.  

 Teachers will need to include more interventions within the classroom next year, these will 
include Nessy, Toe by Toe and possibly Plus One.  

 To work more specifically with forest school leaders to target social interactions during Forest 
School.  

 

Lucy Fletcher 

 


